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Thank you for seeking the views of East Ayrshire Council in relation to the above 
petition, PE1654.  

East Ayrshire Council’s Planning & Economic Development Division is regularly 
consulted by Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS) on the creation of new woodland 
and the management of existing woodland where financial support, via FCS’s 
Forestry Grant Scheme, is also being sought. 

The Council’s response to FCS’s consultation requests is based on an assessment 
of the Forestry Grant Scheme application against the policies of the East Ayrshire 
Local Development Plan (2017), The Ayrshire and Arran Forestry and Woodland 
Strategy (2014), any site specific constraints or sensitivities identified by the forgoing 
documents or by the Council’s Mapping system, and finally the views of the Ayrshire 
Roads Alliance and other appropriate agencies or bodies (i.e. the West of Scotland 
Archaeological Society, East Ayrshire Leisure etc.). 

While applicants to the Forestry Grant Scheme are required to explain the impact of 
their proposals on neighbouring properties or local communities, it is the Council’s 
view that the identified impacts do not always extend to residents of properties in 
close proximity to identified Haul Routes (while the potential impact of the proposals 
on residents of properties in close proximity to existing or proposed woodland 
compartments is nearly always considered).  

The Council will issue a holding response or, where appropriate, will object to a 
proposed woodland creation where the responding officer considers that a potential 
impact has not been identified or adequately explained. The onus, therefore, is on 
Council officers to identify and assess the cumulative impact of the proposal on the 
wider amenity of the area, informed by their own professional judgement and taking 
account of the views of other responding parties that are predominantly concerned 
with specific, narrowly defined, interests. 

This action requires a degree of foresight by the responding officer as, for example, 
the Ayrshire Roads Alliance is primarily concerned with the impact of the proposals 
on transportation, road safety, and the physical condition of the road network rather 
than the effect of the proposals on the amenity of residents of farmsteads abutting 
haul routes. 

East Ayrshire Council, therefore, would be supportive of a Statutory Code that 
requires applicants to the Forest Grant Scheme to undertake stakeholder 
engagement for the following reasons: 

1. East Ayrshire Council recognises that potential impacts are not always identified
by applicants to the Forestry Grant Scheme;

2. Presently the application system relies, in part, on the professional judgement of
Council Officers to determine the cumulative impact of the proposal where this has
not been addressed by the applicant and, thereafter, to issue an objection or holding
response in relation to FCS’s consultation requests;



3. Statutory Stakeholder Engagement is considered to provide a robust account of 
the effect of the proposals on neighbouring properties and local communities, which 
will supplement both the contentions of applicants to the Forestry Grant Scheme and 
the professional judgement of the Council’s Planning Officers. 

I trust that the foregoing views will be useful to the Public Petitions Committee of the 
Scottish Parliament but please do not hesitate to contact East Ayrshire Council 
should you require any further clarification or additional information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


